The amazing Amazon rainforest needs our help! Imagine taking a class trip to the jungle to study its unique
environment and important weather patterns. In this lesson, children will have a chance to prepare for
their jungle trek by learning about the conditions that await them as they discover why the Amazon is so
important – and why it needs protecting.
What they’ll learn
•
•
•
•

Understand key aspects of climate zones
Explore connections between rainforests and the water cycle
Identify similarities and differences with South America in terms of physical geography
Evaluate the importance of the rainforest and the threats it faces

Start here
Show the children a rain gauge and ask them to identify what it is and what it’s used for. Show the children
110cm on a tape measure and explain that this represents the average amount of rainfall that the UK
experienced in total last year. Ask them to imagine 10 times this amount of rain (1000cm could be
represented as the length of a 10-metre long running track on the school field, or twice the height of a
giraffe). Can they guess where in the world might have this much rain? Give clues to help them guess ‘the
Amazon rainforest’.
Main lesson
1| Unlocking layers
Explain that the Amazon rainforest is made up of 16,000 species of tree, some of which are over 60 metres
tall (200 ft). As there are so many trees, reaching all different heights, it means that the Amazon is made
up of layers, with different habitats found in each layer.
Ask the children to think of things that they’ve encountered with different layers (e.g. sponge cake, trifle,
lasagne, multi-storey buildings).
The Amazon rainforest actually has five layers. Ask the children to research the different layers of the
rainforest, and what happens in each one. On their own or in pairs, get pupils to draw and label a diagram
of the five layers of the rainforest.
2| Worldwide weather
We know how much it rains in the Amazon, but it’s important to fully understand the climate if you’re
planning an imaginary class trip there! Pupils should research the unique weather patterns of the Amazon
Basin using text books and online resources (such as National Geographic Kids and Newsround).
Ask children to work in small groups of 4-5 to write a report on the rainforest’s climate and how it affects
the weather elsewhere in the world.
They could consider the following questions to help them:
• How much water does each of the big canopy trees release each year?
• How does this contribute to the water cycle?

•
•
•

What happens to the rain clouds that the Amazon’s trees form?
Why is the Amazon rainforest called ‘the Earth’s lungs’?
Does the rainforest affect our weather here in the UK?

Children can use diagrams, photographs, maps and weather reports to help them with their study.
Guide them with any tricky data or statistics. As you go around the class chatting to the different
groups, ask them what weather essentials they would need to take on a jungle trek. What’s the
temperature like in the jungle? Does this mean that some of their wet weather clothes would not be
suitable? They could turn their findings into a weather report they might see on the news and take
turns presenting it to the class.
3|Rainforest rescue
Now that the children understand some of the Amazon rainforest’s special features, discuss with them
some of the threats that the rainforest faces (i.e. deforestation to make way for roads, farms and mines;
oil drilling, and the planned creation of hydro-electric dams in the Amazon basin).
Ask pupils to design a campaign poster or flyer highlighting the importance of protecting the
rainforest. They could choose a topic based upon their research from activities 1 and 2.
Posters/flyers could include information on current threats to the rainforest (discussed above),
statistics on current rates of decline of wildlife/deforestation or information on the contributions that
the rainforest makes to the rest of the world (i.e. providing oxygen, the water cycle, etc.).
Once the campaign posters/flyers are finished, mind map ideas for where or who they could be sent
to, to raise awareness about the threats to the rainforest. Who could help with protecting the
rainforest? Who needs to know about how important the Amazon rainforest is to the rest of the world?
Extending the lesson
• Ask the children to pick an animal/insect that lives in the Amazon rainforest and make a
factsheet about that animal – what it looks like, the type of habitat it is found in (which layer of
the rainforest), how it is adapted for that environment, what it eats, whether there are any
threats to its survival. As a class, children could combine their factsheets to make a rainforest
guide to help with animal identification on their imaginary trip.
• Children could explore National Geographic Kids’ 15 cool facts about the rainforest:
http://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/15-cool-things-aboutrainforests/. Which of these facts do they think apply to the Amazon rainforest?
• Play a class game of ‘true or false’, presenting children with ‘facts’ about the Amazon and
challenging them to vote on whether they are true or false. This Amazon facts article may help
you: http://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
Useful questions
• Where is the Amazon rainforest located? Can you find it on a map?
• What is the average temperatures of the rainforest during day?
• What is the average temperature at night time?
• Does anybody live in the Amazon rainforest? Who?

